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ABSTRACT 

Students at all levels of literacy learning can 
express their ideas in print. Teachers working with student writers 
have found that the attempt to express, organize, and understand 
personal experience is also a powerful language learning device. When 
students pulDlish their writings, they can see their own thoughts amd 
concerns, and those of others like them, represented and validated in 
print. Many literacy programs compile student writings into ix?oklets, 
newsletters, or magazines both for in-house distribution and for 
external audiences » When adult learners publish for outside 
audiences, they are motivated to produce interesting and 
clearly-written texts and gain self-esteem. Vhen students serve on 
editorial boards to categorize, select, edit, and prepare pieces for 
publication, they have opportunities to identify and reflect on good 
writing. The readers of learner-produced materials t^nefit from the 
simplicity of text and topic, are inspired to write, and are provided 
with an inexpensive source of needed reading material. A successful 
writing program for limited-English-proficient adult literacy 
learners requires a process approach to writing, conversation as an 
essential part of the prcKress, personal experience and the community 
as resources for material, and a well-developed publication system. A 
list of student-published materials is included. (USE) (Adjunct ERIC 
Clearinghouse on Literacy Education) 
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Prepmvd by Joy Kreeft Peyton _ . 

^ , D€cemb€rl989 
SufTering the traumas o{ war and fli^tt; ^juAing to life in a Many litn«:y progmns compile stu^t writings into 
cro^^^ed, multi&mily dwelling in a refugee oonp; reaierobering boddm, i^wstetlers, m magazines (or in-house distribution, but 
md rni^i^ country, family, iu«l fr^xb; laruggling to functkm in an increasing munbo- of programs go a ^ beyoid, to pid)lish for 
amwlanguageandculture- AUof nshaveccHnpellii^stniesU) a wiito- midtei»». Stu(fents' writing beocm^ reading material for 
tell, and those written by adult U{eracyleafneis£pom other countries other students like them. In Boston, for examj^ an adult English- 
can be "fascinating, enlightening, touching, and inspiring beyond as-a-second-langu£ge (HSL) class produced a magazine of student 
our cq)acity to imagine. There is a sweet sadness, m mtense writings thu was distribified to native Bcstraians so ttey could 
excitonent. and a window to tte worid to be revealed if reiiigees betsa ui»iastand d» experio^es o( contanporaiy immigrants 
and immigrants to the U^. can be encouraged to teU thdr stories (Russell, 1985). The Publishing for UtoBcy Project regularly 
and to share them with [others]" (Rawlstcm, 1988, p. 1). putdisfaes a litoary magazine (tf^iuU sti^it writings Q^eed I say 

Across the United States, l^eracy ma graienl ediur^km more). Tates From BoistonNeigbbahoods, a project of the Bostcsi 

I»ogranisf(K«lults teaming Engli^ are dUcov»ii$ the power Publk Lil»aiy, publishes writings by adult litei«;y/ESL 

learners' sttm^eiKointging aKiheJ^jrii^ tenners to eaqnesst paitic^ants, wto describe their ccnnmmiities £ram their own 

life e>^ts (sally or in writing, and pubUdiing those accounts as perspectives to coaniaaci media portrayals of those communities 

inaterials fa- otl^ ^tKlents fesning to read ffi^ write in English, asimlyaime-mddnig-riiklai. In Bennsylvttua, a writing contea 

This dige^ gives a rationale for an tq^sooch to leaching Uteracy for adult basic educatkra and basic literacy students (both native 

using materials written by audents.Fetfmes of a SKX^essful^mting and nonn^ve En^ish speaking) resulted in tfie iHiblication of an 

and publishing }»x%ram, pst^ram descrqnicms, smI SMnces aiuhc^^ of selected Rctkm, mntfiction. and poetry, distributed to 

published materials writtoi by adult le»iKis are also presents! literacy project dliectcss across the United States (Publishing an 

anthology adult student writing, 1985). (Information about how 

Encouraging Students To Write to cbtsdn tfi^ matoials md descriptions o( some of these 

Students at all lev^ttf literacy leaning can express their kteffi programs are ^ven at tt»^(tfthkdig^) 
in prim. At banning levels, they may wofk in their mttive Wten achilt leamm publidi for real aidioices outsi(te their 

language. Their thou^ts may be di(^tated orally, wrbtm down by dasseswhocml^n&anwlitf they have to say, not CMiIyoe they 

a tether (tf aiife, and read hack to them. AsAey contsu»tore»i nxMiv^edtoproduceintereAiiVandclearly written texts, but tlwy 

and write, learners gradually become more ind^ioident, and most also receive iromeasiBBble boosts to iheir self-esteem. In addition, 
learners begin to shift tl^jr focus frran tfM^ own experiences to audents serve m edit(»ial boards to categcaize, select, edit, 

reflection on Im>^errocial and cultural isst»s. R^;aidlessoftevd, ^ prepare j^ces for publKatkm, d»y have opportunities to 

learners whose writing is ^jpreci^ed ami diared with t^Mfs are Ktentify and reflect m good writmg. 

nK)tivaied to write as tt^y discover thm tlw reality of their own Tf^K are distinct benefits fa readers of learner-produced 

lives are worth thinking atxnit, getting down raps^, and sharing, mat^ials as well. CcNnmercially-produced texts used in ^ult 

Teachers woddng with stiKtent writers ha^ fmmd that the ^temjH literacy programs often contain material far removed from the 

to express, organize, and understand personal experience is also a realities that ^uU lean^rs acoially f^, and the simple topics and 

powerful langu^ learning device, a way to draw tl» stcsyteller language structures presented often hold liule interest or c(^itive 

into a meaningful relalionriiip with English (Rawlston, 1988). challenge for them (Auerbach & Bmi^ss. 1985). But studcnt- 

imxhiced materials can f«in a body of ccmtempcmuy knowledge. 

Publishing Student Writing ckwely tied to the lives of the people reading it and providing 

When students publish tteir writings, they have the iim»rai»on to ihcm to write their own stories "T^^ 
opportunity to sec their own thoughts »Jd concerns, and those of when they sec their own stniggles reflected, 

rthcrs like them, icpiesMilBd in print TTicy have a voice both Becaioe the langua^ of teamers is used in the stories, they arc easy 
withinamSbeyondtbedassrocm. Their tboi«bts,cxpwkmces, and [Learners Jstonescanalsoprovideasourceof inexpensive 

ideas are recognized and validated as they leam to express them in ^ ^^^^^ "^^^ 

wtHthwhile ami lead^te ways. As Sharon (HowcU) Cox, a writer (Gaber-Katz & Horsman, 1988). 

and writing teacher at the J^&rsoa Plwk Writing Center in . „ - , , _ ... . , _ 

Cambridge.Massachusettsexplaiiis.'lthinkeve^ A Suci:es!ful Writing and Publishing Program 
vc^ . . . [Nobody] &i the culture should have more a voice tim ^ successful writing program foa- LEP adult literacy tearneis 

tbe next person- (quoted in Martin, 1989. p. 7). depends on several dements: a iroccss aj^Koach to writing, 

Er|c^4^ CanB»F0RAPPLCDUNQU«TC8 3 1118 2aid STREET. NW WASH INSTON, DC 20037 (202) 429-9292 



(xmversaticmasane^ndalaiKlOTgoingpanctftte 

pa^onal experfence and Uk^ c(Knniimity as resources (tx matoial, 

and a wcU-itevek^ied system fca* puMkaxkm. 

A pr&c^ appTttfltf A to wrldnf . Writiog mods to be treated Es 
a recursive skI collabortfive process of disrov^ 
think thrtmgh aad disn^ kk^ widi each cHtm*, draft te^ 
siu di^uss it, revi^ draft s(»ne RK^e, diKifis and revise sonie mem, 
uitil ttey have a pteoe with whidi they are stfisf^ 

CQRvemtiQn a an ematiai aait of tht mMttg mvcas. 

Adults wto (k) nctt conskler tl^selves remleis ami writers can 
fineeze wl^ am£rooted with a blank irieoe <tf p^M- a^ 
produce son^thing. By conversing dutmghout d» writmg iHxx:ess 
with supp(Htive co-writers, they begin to d^ ideas. 

PersoMd €x^ri^ntt and the eammMaitv as nsaunes. The 
imp(»iance (rfpeisonal experieiKe as a Aanii^ point to wri^^ 
been dismissed above* N<H only the oral sharing ctfexp^cm^ and 
idei^ but artifiBCts of that expoience, such as pktures and favcmte 
(Ejects bimigfat £n»n home v tte native country, can jaovide a 
powerful Aknulus for writmg. At the same time, mX Ustcmes 
memorialized m prim prescm and validioe d» knowtedge and 
{Hiacdces ot a groi^, languor, v culture (Gilli^^ 1989). 

4 xvstem f» mtblkatiam . PuUkatira beymid tte ctassroom 
takes ccmsicte^le plaining ffiidCffganizMion. Most pn^rams have 
an edittmal board COTSt^ing at teast in part, ai^ s(mi^k^ 
of wtism. Tte board establidies critma fcs^, re^ mi 
setects ccHUributicms; it then w«nks with aittlu^s to revise ptocra, 
edits than, nd pi^ the imldicatkm tocher. Hie most interesting 
writing comes item j^og^ams diat stress originality — a ^ory thtt 
hasn't b^ told befcHe ch* a theme that p^te need want to hear 
^)Out— ^ tl^ iiK^i^ accmmts of personal restnircefuln^ and 
heroism in the midst of ccmflicts. Programs may need to %ek 
additional fumls fa iniblictfion and to <tevek)p a sy^m for 
disseminaticm. Martin (1989) {m)vides scxne pebble sources for 
funding ^ some tips about diss^inatic^ 

Conclusion 

The jmctke of havk% beginning leaders and writers write 
for odia* b^iming leaders and wriim is quite new Init has already 
had {Momi^g results. Stuttemsi^ see their own writing in {Hint 
md valued by otters experience increased OK^vation and self- 
estean,aiHl thus fflinaeased desire to devek^thoraUlit^ Not 
only ve aitth<fis emkd^ by getting their tb^^ts on psspa, but 
ttose who read tfadr wmks are omcted by having access to their 
expertences. With sik^ a powerful mea^ fa getting beginning 
readers and writers started, tl^e is no need to agcmize that there »e 
""noavailabte materials appn^fmatefcH* these stuctoits.*" Wealre^y 
have a rich and omipelling body of litoature, as shown 1^ the list 
of materials betow, ai^ we can look forward to much nK^e. 

AvailaMe Student-Published Materials 

Tte fbltowkig texts woe wrktoi by or coUe(^ 
finom aduk HiOBcy learners, most of whons wm le^^ 
aseasndlffligu^e. Many ^ these items ec^nefitm a list comiriled 
by theRimily Liteiacy Project at the University of Massachusetts, 
Boston (c J. Au^bach, 1989 fa annotatkms ctf these and otho- 
mat^kds fa atkiks beocmiing literate hi ESL). In addkkm tt) tte 
contacts given, somt of tte^ materkds se now a sora will be 
avail^>te from die ERIC Document Rq^txhictkm Sovice (EI^): 
3900 Wheete Aveatie, Alexandria, VA 22304, 1-800-227-3742. 



C(»tt^ NCLE fc^ infomuuion ai obtaining those materials with an 
asterisk* 

Book voyage: Persomlaccmtf^cfnewfyUimdepecpitfrom^tHmdihew^ 
(AwtMHe tOPKttBae b 1990 from ^ In^maikmai Task Force on literacy. 720 
B«th«astSt,Sa^500,T<m)Bio;Ok^&rk^Caaa^ M5S2R4.) 

Heormysoid*swHe€: Alk»nryma^atmecfad*dfsfuiUn^ Cimbhdge; 
JefierBOo Pailc Wik^ Center. (Pii^lidisd coct a yw. Available from Jeff enon 
?tAWfi^Cmtm,6Jtt^m%?$A^ApL!0.,CaBBMd^MA 02140.) 

"^Looking f^'umd^ hoking tealt* Wrkings from many woHdf, Umvemty 
MastadMsetU^ Boilao. Faa^ Ltoscy Pn^M, 1989. 

^AfofiSAc. (An mraal m^arin e €sf AiMtoas* amolNo^vfdsical nories and 
plioiogiifrfu, pi^flttbed from 19K49S& AvaiMik from Moaaic, 9S G Stteet« 
Soi^Dos^MA 02127.) 

il^ mami im Mos€. By Rox IXhioii. (Availal^e fimi Ead End Literacy, 265 
Genaid Sued East, Tonm»« Oaiario. Cvwla, M5A 2G3.) 

htysiory. By<MiveBemaid. (A^i^ftOal^fnwiPaikdalcPr^^ 1303Qi^en 
Street We^ Tosfxtto, Onaiio, Canada, MGK ILS.) 

^N§^ I say A liktwy martins 4jf a^ds stydem nmsingg. Boston: 

IHiMirfiinaforlibwaiylVo||gct (Av^JafalefiroiQKonsiCbasii,Pit>^CcK 

Odl^l234Cdunrim Avmi6,B<»ton,MA 0212a) 

Om mmh, our toicest ovr wwidM, Sekded poetry and prost by 
FemMsyhmnia's Adkdt Ba$k Eduoolion Umtknts. New Q&ford, PA: Ltnoobi 
IhaemicdiateUfiitNa 12,1995, (EDRS,EDNa ^ IS5.) 

Tfm^oryofAfm,LaHi3(oHadeAim. l^IteiciaMaftiRcz Vasqu^indoihm. 
Puadestt^CA: Hope IHOyidiing Hooae, 1^ (AvaikUe firm Ho^ 
Heme, P.O. Bra 60008, Pasadena, CA 91101) 

String Amoite: RiflecUons of«md by tke yotmg peopie cfSotaheasiAsia, IMS. 
(A^flal^ from Imenaltiiiil PiodMioiia, P.O. Booi 57343, Waahsngtcn, DC 
200kii> 

Taks from Bo^on migfA^hoodi, (AvafliMc fioro Radiel Maitin* Dudley 
Bmch Ufamy, 65 Wamn Street, Rosibify, MA 02U9). 

TtUmea^o^k: iUa^mg Imgrnige actm^ arimnd fmdti-ctdtitral issues 
based on an orai hioory apf^roech. Azi ESowitch. Wtiladflphta: LaSaSe 
lhimniQr,Ufl«SMliea amlCca^mmitySefvfeeaCb^ (AvKU^fnom 
XJibmSixidkc^widOxsmoia^ 5501 Wistcr 

StiM, PtHliifrlrhii, PA 19144.) (EIMtS, ED Na 288 991) 

^Voiees: New writers for new roi^krs. Siimy« BMsh Cdtm^: Lower 
Maidai^ Sooesy for Lfteiacy nd Employmatt. (AvaiU>fe ficm Vaion, 14525- 
1 lOA Avenne, Surrey, Bf^ Cdm^:^ Cmda V3R 2B4.) 

*Hve nudem^produoed magaanei are idso availaUe from the Imemational 
Ljuties* Gaiment Mfakm' Umca, Woiker-Fmily Bducadoo PrDgmn, 1710 
Broadway, NY 10019. 

Ibc East End liteiacy Ptesa has pi^didied a series of books, wiioen by 
Ht6facylearnm,av«Ud]|einni: Dom^ftus Landed, 1361 Htmtingwood Drive, 
Unit 7, Agisootm, Otouno, Cmda MIS 3J1. 

Prognmis Focusing on Studei^-PubUshed Materials 

Detailed descriptkms of programs in which aduU ESL students 
write aiKl publish thdr worics are givra in: 

PMishmg an MAoLogy 4^ ed»disinde$U writing: Apartnership forliUrecy, 1985. 

ObifcMd^PA: Lmcc^IitfcmiedyM UnkNa 12. (EI^, EDNa 260 184.) 
Rawtean,S« (1988, Wtitfer). Mystosy: Refiijee and tnimignm students lelling 

tfKtr pmosialhtstofies, TESOLinAcUon,S(l),iA0. (Avaihble from TESOt 

m Action^ eh Linda Gram, Tht langmgc Intrteitf, Bduc^on Extcmion, 

Georgia bstitute <tf Tedmc^ogy, AtUma. GA 30332.) 
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